The Dunlap Broadsides
On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental
Congress officially adopted the
Declaration of Independence. A number

- of copies were printed by John Dunlap

that night. They are known as the
“Dunlap Broadsides”. These copies are

important to our history because they

}epresented the voice of the people and

brought our nation together.




John Dunlap
1747 - 1812
Printer and Patriot

John Dunlap was born in
Stfabane, Ireland in 1747. As a
boy he apprenticed for his
uncle, William Dunlap, a printer
and publisher in Philadelphia.
He was appointed printer to
congress, and first printed
the "Declaration of
Independence" He was an
officer in the first troop of the
Philadelphia cavalry, which
became the body-guard
of Washington at Trenton and
Princeton.

‘began printing what are now called the Dunlap

The Voice of the People

' Thomas Jefferson is known to everyone as the

author of the Declaration of Tndependence but
not too many people know that his words were

- made known to thousands of people because of
~ the work of one man, who worked through the

night, to print copies of these famous words: We
hold these truths to be Self-evident, that all men
are created equal.

Thomas Jefferson wrote drafts of the Declaration
of Independence by request of a committee of
the Second Continental Congress in late June, -

| 1776. The Congress revised J efferson’s official
rough draft from July 1 to July 4, 1776. Finally,

on July 4, Congress adopted the Declaration of
Independence. Later that day, John Dunlap

Broadsides. Twenty-six of them have been
found, but there are thought to be at least 200
that were actually printed.

John Hancock dispatched the first set of Dunlap
Broadsides to the legislatures of New Jersey and |
Delaware to be read there. On July 6, 1776 the \
Pennsylvania Evening Post printed the first ‘
version of the Declaration of Independence. The |
first public reading of the Declaration took place
in Philadelphia on July 8. The next day, General
George Washington ordered it read to the
American army troops. Finally, on August 2, the
Declaration of Independence was officially
signed.

The reason the Dunlap
Broadsides were created was
so the Declaration of
Independence could be shared
with the people. We were at
war with Britain and our
founding fathers felt they
needed to give the people
encouragement, and they
wanted them to know that
they had a voice. John Dunlap
turned one piece of paper into
a real declaration for the entire
country! This was important
because it brought our nation
together and gave us a new
perspective of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness which
still holds true today.




